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                INTRODUCTION 

 

The Sonoma County Public Law Library is a state local government agency separate from the 

county government. County government is required by statute to provide the Law Library space, 

utilities and maintenance. The Law Library is governed by its own Board of Trustees consisting 

of five judges, one representative of the Board of Supervisors and one representative of the Bar 

Association. Law Library operations are financed primarily by a portion of civil filing fees. Filing 

fee revenue is declining statewide, however because of in forma pauperis filings and an increase 

in alternative dispute resolution where no filing fees are paid. The Library does not receive general 

fund revenue. 

At the present time the Library is located on 2604 Ventura Avenue in Santa Rosa. The Library 

is open to the public Monday to Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Saturdays 10:00 a.m. 

to 4:00 p.m. The Library is open exclusively for Empire college students use Monday to Friday 

4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

The collection is over 26,000 books, CDs, and other material. It is offered to the public free of 

charge. There are updated federal and state codes, statutes and regulations as well as a huge 

number of secondary sources including treatises, law reviews, encyclopedias, ALR annotations, 

Restatements, dictionaries, and legal newspapers. Guidebooks from CEB, Matthew Bender, 

Thompson Reuters, Rutter Group, and many other publishers are available for the public. The 

Library provides, also without charge, online legal databases such as Westlaw and Advance 

LexisNexis. 

The library staff consist of a full time Director and a part time Library Technician. Library staff 

assist patrons in finding specific references or materials needed. Data collected by library staff 

over a 24-month period, from March 2016 through March 2018, show average utilization of 

approximately 104 patrons per week over the entire period. The primary users of the library have 

been lawyers in the community who may lack ready access to a comprehensive collection of legal 

reference materials. However, beginning in the late 1990s, public use of the library increased as 

the number of pro se litigants (self-represented) began to grow in response to the cost and 

complexity of legal representation. Library data show that while lawyers still represent the largest 

group of library users, members of the public rank close behind, followed by law students from 

Empire Law School and Santa Rosa Junior College. In terms of trends, legal professional use of 

the library averages 51 patrons per week. Public use of the library averages 43 patrons per week. 

The library has also entered into an agreement with Empire College School of Law to provide 

reserved hours (4:00pm ð 6:00pm, Monday through Friday) for student use of the library. 

During the school years, approximately 15 students per week use the law library. 

 



 
 

Sonoma County Public Law Library Strategic Plan        6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


